
Hello to all members and families of the Mayberry Instrument Music Program: 

My name is Jayme Hayes, and I will be joining the Mayberry Cultural and Fine Arts Magnet Middle School family 

as the new band and orchestra director. I am incredibly honored and excited to be a part of such a wonderful 

group of students, families, and staff. I am humbled to follow an educator, music director, and musician such as 

Mrs. Stone. My hopes as the new director are to continue the tradition of excellence that the instrumental music 

department at Mayberry is known for, and strive for even more growth and new achievements alongside Mrs. 

Chapman.  

A bit about me, my husband, Charles, and I just celebrated our 10th anniversary! He is working on his Ph.D. in 

clinical psychology at Wichita State University. Our oldest daughter, Nikki, will be in 8th grade, she plays clarinet, 

tenor saxophone, and is a swimmer. Our son, Aliyasun, will be in 3rd grade, he has begun to play piano and 

trombone, and loves soccer. Our youngest daughter, Ivy, will be in pre-school next year, she sings constantly, 

loves to dance, and thinks she is the boss of the house. 

I am originally from the east coast, born in Brooklyn, New York, spent most of my childhood in Pennsylvania, but 

graduated from Garden City High School in Kansas! I began playing the tuba when I was 10. I knew in that first 

year that music was going to be big part of my life, and by the time I was in 7th grade, I knew I wanted to teach 

music. I went to Wichita State University where I earned my bachelors in Tuba Performance, and Music 

Education. I went on to earn my masters in instrumental conducting from Sam Houston State University through 

American Band College.  

Throughout my years of teaching, I have taught band, orchestra, and choir. My students have ranged from 

beginners to college students.  I am living my dream, and I love what I do every day. I believe every child should 

have access to music education, and my experience as a music educator has lead me to believe that everyone 

has the ability to be successful with music. They just need someone to believe in them, lead them, and help them 

gather the tools they need to succeed, in and outside of music. 

This year will come with its challenges. I respect the relationship that you and your child have with Mrs. Stone. I 

welcome the memories, along with the emotions, and I understand that there will be some hesitancy when school 

begins. Transitioning to a new teacher can be difficult for everyone, me included. After meeting so many students 

in May, I know that we will get through this together, and come out stronger in the end.  

No school program is successful without the support of the families and the community. I am excited to meet all of 

you and I humbly ask for your continued support and please know that my door is always open. 

I have included some helpful information for you if your child does not already own their own instrument. Here in 

Wichita, we are lucky to have so many avenues to purchase high quality, well made instruments that will last for 

years. Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this process. 

Musically yours, 

Jayme K. Hayes  



Purchasing an Instrument 
Purchasing an instrument can be stressful when we think of money, time, quality, longevity, 

etc. Here are some tips to help make this process easier for you.  

● Find a certified/trusted instrument dealer – these are all trusted music stores, any 

instrument purchased from these stores will be good student quality, and with the right care and upkeep, 

will last well beyond high school  

o Band and Orchestra 

▪ Senseney Music in Wichita 316-262-1487 

▪ Damm Music Center in Wichita 316-773-9060 

▪ Flint Hill Music in Emporia (ships directly to you and/or the school) 620-342-4553 

▪ Music Scene in Andover 316-440-8684 

▪ Wichita Band Instrument Co. 316-684-0291 

o Orchestra 

▪ McHugh Violins in Wichita 316-681-2925 

● Be leery of online sites like amazon and ebay – a brand new instrument should not cost just a few hundred 

dollars, and come with gloves. This means the instrument will not last, and it will most likely not be 

in good working condition in a month. I have yet to see an instrument purchased on amazon that 

has worked well after 2 months. Many repair shops will not work on them because of the 

materials they are made of, they are unable to guarantee their work. 

● Used instruments – always take them into the shop to be looked at. There are brands that are reliable if 

they were well taken care of, and purchasing them used can be a great opportunity, or can easily be a 

huge financial burden and headache. Always take them into the shop to be looked at before you buy to 

make sure you are not purchasing something that is in need of hundreds of dollars in repair.  

▪ A few trusted brands 

● Yamaha, Conn Selmer, Accent, Vic Firth (percussion), Pearl (percussion), Stentor, 

Knilling, Bach 

● Financial Burden – Talk to the shop managers and owners. Most of them do what they do because they 

believe music is vital to the growth of a child. They want to get an instrument in your child’s hands and they 

understand that instruments can be expensive. If you are still not able to purchase an instrument after 

talking with them, PLEASE CONTACT US.  

Purchasing an instrument can be a scary thing, if we allow it to be. It should be one of 

the most fun and exciting experiences for you and your child. It is an investment that will 

reap rewards for years to come, academically, socially, and more. The instrument you 

purchase for them very well may be the instrument they play on throughout their adult 

years. I have played on the same tuba for the last 12 years, it is currently 40 years old, 

and will easily last another 40. The best way to reach Mrs. Hayes is by email jhayes2@usd259.net. 

mailto:jhayes2@usd259.net

